
LONG TERM 
PRESERVATION 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
	� Disconnect and store indoors and avoid 
storing on surfaces that vibrate. 
	� Coat the shaft extension with rust 
preventative agents, if necessary. 
	� Re-grease or change oil every 12 months. 
	� Rotate the shaft by hand at least  
once a week and leave in a different 
position every time to prevent  
fretting corrosion.
	� Keep the motor clean and ensure free 
ventilation airflow, especially if the motor 
is stored in a dusty environment.
	� If the motor is fitted with drain plugs, 
periodically open the drain plugs to allow 
any condensation to escape the motor.

HELPING TO PROTECT, MAINTAIN & 
RESTART OPERATIONS 
Electric motors can be considered the lifeblood of any equipment. It’s vital to 
ensure that equipment is working at peak performance even after it is left 
idle for short periods, or in some instances, mothballing. Here’s some 
practical advice to help protect such expensive machinery. 

SHORT- AND  
LONG-TERM 
STORAGE ADVICE 
FOR ELECTRIC 
MOTORS 

PROTECTING ELECTRIC MOTORS

GENERAL AND  
SHORT-TERM STORAGE 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
	� Use good R&O quality oil to  
store oil-lubricated sleeve 
bearings, ensuring the rotors are 
jacked up with wooden blocks.
	� Re-grease the bearings, if fitted 
with anti-friction bearings 
(most cases).
	� If the motor is covered with 
protective plastic, make sure to 
use air circulating or silica gel  
to protect against moisture. 
Prevent small animals from  
nesting inside motor.

During this current situation, we understand that you may need to operate with limited manpower on site. If you need 
help or additional information, please reach out to our Shell Lubricant Solutions team.

WHEN THE WORLD SEEMS TO STOP, YOU DON’T.
Moving forward together, safely.

Pay special attention to 
bearings when their calculated 
rated lifetime is coming to an 
end. When signs of wear are 
noticed, dismantle the motor, 
check the parts and replace if 
necessary. When bearings are 
changed, replacement bearings 
must be of the same type as 
those originally fitted. Handle 
replacement bearings with care; 
they should be stored in original 
packaging, having been rotated 
in storage so to prevent grease 
from setting on side. 

Do you have the 
appropriate PPE to 
perform the task safely?

SAFETY CHECK

DID  
YOU 
KNOW?
Motors should be stored with 
the grease lubricated bearings 
fully packed with grease so to 
prevent moisture from entering 
the bearing cavity.

REMEMBER TO… 


